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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To decrease the amount of 
data without lowering the picture quality of an animation, 
etc., by recording data between two specific frames as 
key frame data when the difference between 
approximate data generated from two specific frame 
data by interpolative approximation and the source 
frame data is less than a certain value. 
SOLUTION: When a character AB is in action 
represented by frames f1 to f5, the halfway frames f2 
and f4 can be interpolated with f1 t f3, and f5. At this 
time, f1 T f3, and f5 are key frames and f2 and f4 are 
frames generated by interpolation, i.e., intermediate 
frames. To determine the intermediate frames from the 
key frames, the section is so divided that the number of 
data of the intermediate frames determined by an 
approximate expression is below the threshold value of 
an error and the precision (quality) of the intermediate 
frames calculated from the approximation expression is 
held constant. Consequently, the intermediate frames f2 

and f4 can be thinned out of the source data and the quality can be held constant. 
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